Final Assignments
You are required to complete a Final Assignment at the end of the course. It should be: 
· APA Style
· Between 2500 - 3500 words 
· 12 Font
· Times New Roman
· Default Word margins
· Any images or figures clear and presentable

1. Briefly discuss a terrorism, insurgency, or ethnic conflict challenge in a Middle East/North Africa country of your choice.  (Israel – Lebanon)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Again – less brief if you do it as a paper!  However, fairly self-explanatory, and sadly there would be a few to pick from. Try to capture the complexity of your conflict or challenge.  Think about its roots, and perhaps even ways out of the conflict (though acknowledging how entrenched challenges are is analytically fruitful, too).  Again, opening up to the U.S. angle is a potentially good path here.

Grading
The Assignment will be graded out of 100, using the criteria in the table below. I will provide both an overall score and explanatory feedback for your mark. As you can see, it is critical thinking that receives the most marks, but all the elements are important. Without a good answer structure and flowing writing, even the best analysis is going to be detrimentally affected. Bad presentation and lack of clarity will let down even the most excellent research. Hence the ‘Percentage Guide’ is not a hard and fast representation of the amount of marks each element will be worth, but a rough guide to the importance of each element in the overall mark.


Assignment Marking Guide
	Element of Assignment
	Quality Indicators

	Argument / Structure / Writing
	Quality assignments will be well-written, clear, coherent, and well-structured. A clear sense of a developing answer, with an introduction, main body, and conclusion, should be obvious to the reader. Points should develop logically, with each sentence / paragraph relating to the one before it, and the one following it. Sub-headings should be used where appropriate. At the top level there will be a clear sense of academic style present in the work.

	Content / Analysis / Critical Thought
	The assignment provides a thorough response to the task, displaying an analytical approach. The analysis will be clear, logical, thoughtful, thorough, and well supported by evidence. In addition to showing an ability to explain and understand core material in a clear and precise manner, the best pieces of work will offer some form of argument towards the assignment question or task. They will marshal a wide range of research material, and be able to synthesize it into a coherent response. They will consider differing viewpoints / consequences / implications on a topic and /or issue. They will show an ability to understand the nuances of a topic by critically analyzing material, for example highlighting strengths and weaknesses in differing viewpoints, or exploring multiple implications of a policy issue. Importantly the best assignments will use this analysis to serve the argument or response. At the top range of marks an indication of strong independent thinking or originality will be present in the work.

	Research & Referencing
	Assignment makes use of at least 6 relevant, in-depth scholarly or government sources. Research is accurate and sufficient to support points/arguments made (evidence!). Referencing is consistent and accurate. At the top range of marks a willingness to go beyond what is required of a good answer and away from the Reading List will be shown (i.e there will be significantly more than 6 references!)

	Presentation / Spelling & Grammar
	Formatting makes the assignment highly readable. Graphics (if any) are high resolution and add value to the written material. There are minimal errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, and syntax. The essay is coherent and easily readable.




